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Musings from Caleb 
Finally a respite from winter!  I for one am happy to see Spring around the corner again. 

Thawing ground means the start to construction and planting season.  Check out the New 

Neighborhoods update on page 3 for details on how the project is unfolding. 

Lu has a ton of updates for the Ord Learning Center.  CCC is bringing several trainings for 

area businesses, along with a couple other workshops that may be of interest.  Check out 

whatõs going on at the Ord Learning Center on pages 3 and 5. 

The totals are in for December sales tax figures:  another BIG December for Ord.  In fact, 

the past three Decembers have been some of the best over the past ten years.  Local   

shoppers are buying Ord when it comes to Christmas.  On behalf of the Chamber, thank you for supporting local 

merchants! 

On page 5, you can learn more about a new housing program available for Ord-area residents.  We have been told 

that our last program, owner-occupied rehab, is now fully appropriated.  There is still is a demand for housing     

programs like our housing rehab, and Central Nebraska Housing Developers is rolling out a new program called 

Purchase-Rehab-Resale. 

We have a handful of Chamber events coming up this month, including our Chamber Coffee and two open houses.  

Details can be found on page 5.  Weõre also in the beginning stages of ExtraORDinary Days planning.  Stay tuned! 

Finally, Valley County Economic Development and the Ord Area Chamber released their 2010 Strategic Plan.      

Below youõll find details about our efforts in 2010 and a link for the downloadble document.  Iõm excited for what 

2010 brings! 

2010  Strategic Plan Released 
The Valley County Economic Development & the Ord Area Chamber of Commerce released their 2010      
Strategic Plan, detailing project and program efforts for 2010.  Highlights include: 

- Continue existing business assistance and expansion within Valley County 

 - Implement Central Community College expanded presence 

 - Quarterly meeting among governmental bodies 

 - Job placement and workforce delivery for businesses 

 - Develop entrepreneurship academy 

 - Implement community housing programs 

 - Increase endowment in Valley County 

 - Business recruitment preparedness 

Download the full plan here: http://ordsunshinepumpers.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/2010-vced-ord-area-
chamber-action-plan.pdf 

http://ordsunshinepumpers.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/2010-vced-ord-area-chamber-action-plan.pdf
http://ordsunshinepumpers.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/2010-vced-ord-area-chamber-action-plan.pdf
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The New Neighborhoods Project is moving forward in March.  The contract for the planning and                   

predevelopment of the site has been received and work has begun to put these three actions into motion: 

¶ Site specific housing study (what kinds of housing will need to be built) 

¶ Engineering (estimates on the infrastructure and site improvements for the entire development) 

¶ Blight and substandard study (whether or not Tax Increment Financing can be used at the           

development) 

The New Neighborhoods project will be a new housing development in Rolling Hills with 19 new units to 

serve low to moderate income households, with 21 more units designed to absorb the demand for market 

rate homes. 

Ord Learning Center News  

by Lu Lansman 

New Neighborhoods Update 

Central Community Collegeõs Ord Learning Center has business picking up dur-

ing the month of March. 

A seminar in Sales & Customer Service will be conducted on March 9 and 

March 16 from 8:30 am-4:30 pm. Tanya Babel, Leadership Development      

Coordinator/Trainer for Central Community College, will lead this workshop 

funded through a Worker Trainer Grant at no cost to its participants.  There are 

still a few seats available to attend this two day workshop.  Topics discussed 

include characteristics of successful customer service, customer retention, 

techniques for dealing with difficult customers, analyzing customer focus and distinguishing between selling 

and consulting as well as differentiating between the features and benefits of products and services.  The 

workshop is designed to provide tips and techniques for building customer loyalty and increasing an            

organizationõs profitability. 

Friday, March 26, a seminar ôCelebrating Diversityõ will be offered from 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and is open to the 

public.  This workshop, also funded by a Worker Training Grant and offered at no cost to the participants, is 

designed to challenge its participants to take an honest look at themselves and identify attitudes and behav-

ior that impede teamwork.  Recognizing the need for respect of othersõ values, ideas, and differences is      

instrumental to an organizationõs success.  Seats are still available for this one day workshop. 

Twenty students are enrolled in the Ord Learning Centerõs Extended Learning program of Central Community 

College for the current spring semester.  They are enrolled in 37 different courses, earning a total of 93    

credits.  The Ord Learning Center is busy daily with these students coming in to take tests and to turn in and 

pick up assignments.   The summer schedule for classes will soon be available online at www.ccc.neb.edu 

 

Windstream Communications will soon be installing service and computers will be delivered to the computer 

lab this spring along with many furniture items.  Audio visual equipment will also be installed.  Interest in a 

beginning computer fundamentals class has resulted in the offering of two classes which filled to capacity  

immediately. Offered in June, the classes will meet three times for three hours each and cost will be $49.  

Teaching the class is Jennifer Remmereid, Ord High School business teacher. 

http://www.ccc.neb.edu


Ord Area Chamber               

2010 Board of Directors  

Pres.: Megan Cargill - Cheveux Salon 

V Pres.: 

Sec.: Ashley Woodward - Valley County 

Health System 

Treasurer: Dorothy Boilesen - French Insur-

ance Agency 

Past President: Denise Wray  

Ann Clausen - Stitches, Etc. 

Andy Bowin  ð McMeen Physical Therapy 

Mark Hagge  ð Ord High School 

Kiley White  ð Grocery Kart 

Reid Hagstrom  - Green Plains Renewable 

Energy 

Erin Philbrick  - American Family Insurance  

Kurt Petska  - Seed Solutions LLC 

Amy Sillivan  - H&R Block 

 

Valley County                       

Economic Development                     

09 -10 Board of Directors  

City of Ord: 

Larry Schultz , President 

Jade Stunkel 

Valley County: 

Helen Cullers  

Pat Waldman  

Ord Area Chamber: 

Jane Maschka, Secretary 

Zane Dexter  

Greater Loup Valley Activities: 

Russ Blaha, Treasurer 

Bob Stowell, Vice President 

Staff  

Caleb Pollard, Executive Director 

Janie Zadina, Program Coordinator 

Lu Lansman , Business Development &    

Education Coordinator 

Ord City Sales Tax Receipts  

1 percent for Economic Development  

1/2 Percent for      

Downtown Renovation  

Of the annual receipts for the 1% sales tax, only 4/10 of 1% of the 

Cityõs annual valuation can be used for economic development     

purposes, according to NE  Statute.  Any excess funds above the 

amount at the end of the 09-10 fiscal year will be transferred to the 

general fund of the City for expenditure on infrastructure, parks, 

community promotion and public safety purposes.   

Visit us on the web: 

www.ordnebraska.com   www.VisitValleyCounty.com  

www.ComeHomeToValleyCounty.com      www.VisitLoupValley.com  

www.ordsunshinepumpers.wordpress.com  
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Quote of the Month  

ñThere would be no society if living together depended 

upon understanding each other.ò 

~ Eric Hoffer  

 

Month  

1% 

08-09 FY 

1% 

09-10 FY 

0.5% 

08-09 FY 

0.5% 

09-10 FY 

August  $30,484.54  $32,565.54  $15,242.27  $16,282.67  

September  $27,415.12  $31,335.01  $13,707.56  $15,667.51  

October  $30,754.85  $32,309.36  $15,377.43  $16,154.68  

November  $29,092.79  $29,094.98  $14,546.40  $14,547.49  

December  $37,285.62  $37,156.34  $18,642.31  $18,578.17  

January  $21,696.81   $10,848.41   

February  $24,592.93   $12,296.47   

March  $32,819.99   $16,409.99   

April  $39,798.80   $19,899.40   

May  $27,926.01   $13,963.01   

June $31,683.88   $15,841.94   

July $33,591.20   $16,795.60   

TOTALS $367,142.54  $162,461.23  $183,570.79  $81,140.52  

http://www.ordnebraska.com/
http://www.VisitValleyCounty.com
http://www.ComeHometoValleyCounty.com
http://www.visitloupvalley.com
http://www.ordsunshinepumpers.wordpress.com
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McMeen Physical Therapy Open House / Open Houses 

Chamber Business News 

A St. Pattyõs Day Chamber Coffee 

The next Chamber Coffee will be hosted at Browns His/Her Side on March 17th, from 7:30-8:30.  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

coffee, rolls and conversation about the goings-on in the community.  Stop by when you can, leave when you 

must! 

Two local businesses are hosting open houses this March. 

McMeen Physical Therapy is hosting a St. Pattyõs Day Open House from     

3p-5p at 312 South 15th Street . 

American Family Insurance (Erin Philbrick) is hosting an open house and 

business after hours Friday March 26th from 4:30p-7p at 105 S 16th . 

All are welcome to attend and see whatõs new at two of our Chamber     

member businesses.  See you there! 

The Arcadia Town Hall will be Monday, March 8th @ 8PM 

 At the Arcadia Community Center 

Mark your calendars!  A website marketing workshop is 
scheduled for April 7th at the Ord Learning Center.  Details 
about the training will be released next week! 

Website workshop scheduled 

New Home Buyer Program Available to Ord Area Residents 

A new housing program for Ord area residents called Purchase -

Rehab -Resale .  This program is provided to us by our friends at  

Central Nebraska Housing Developers and the Nebraska Department 

of Economic Development. PRR  is a program that helps prospective 

homeowners find a home that is affordable and may need a little TLC 

to make it turn -key.  Tthere is down-payment assistance included with 

the program.  As per usual with these programs, there are income     

eligiblilty guidelines, which you can download the details at: 

http://ordsunshinepumpers.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/prr -

brochure.pdf   or contact the Chamber for details (308.728.7875) . 

http://www.cnedd.org/cnhd/index.html
http://neded.org/
http://neded.org/
http://ordsunshinepumpers.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/prr-brochure.pdf
http://ordsunshinepumpers.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/prr-brochure.pdf
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VCHS Announces New Hospital Opening Date 

The Valley County Health System Board of Trustees have              

announced the official opening date for our new hospital: Monday, 

October 4, 2010.  An open house event will be held prior ð some-

time in mid to late September for the public to tour the new hospi-

tal. 

You can read more updates on the new facility at the VCHS website: 

http://www.valleycountyhealthsystem.org/news-publications/latest-

news/new-facility-update-20 

Follow us on: 

Ord and Valley County in the news 

Several publications have recently said great things about the work accomplished in Ord and Valley 

County.  The  Rural Learning Center in Howard, SD recognized the communityõs efforts with social media 

at ReImagine Rural here:  http://reimaginerural.com/ord -ne-pumping-sunshine/.  If you have the          

opportunity, check out the Rural Learning Centerõs Miner County Cash Flow Resource Guide.   It is a great 

story about the impact students created when they educated the community about the importance of 

spending just 10% more of their disposable income at home.  The outcomes are amazing! 

Elsewhere, Silicon Prairie News and the Omaha World Herald cover our article about Entrepreneurship 

Week below.  SPN:  http://www.siliconprairienews.com/2010/02/marketplace -conference-celebrates-

entrepreneurship-in-rural-nebraska 

OWH: http://omaha.com/article/20100220/NEWS0802/702209963/ -1/NEWS08 

The newly redesigned NebraskaEntrepreneur.com has another story about the great things going on in 

Valley County here:  http://www.nebraskaentrepreneur.com/news/valley-county-sets-new-paradigm-for-

rural-economic-growth/ 

Finally the The Madville Times in Madison, SD is off and running with ReImagine Ruralõs story about our 

local efforts here:  http://madvilletimes.blogspot.com/2010/02/correlation -from-ord-nebraska-

openness.html 

Coverage like this helps spread the word about the amazing run we have enjoyed in our community.  The 

success is a product of the vision and the investment local business and community leaders have put 

forth in the past 10 years.  Congrats! 

http://www.valleycountyhealthsystem.org/news-publications/latest-news/new-facility-update-20
http://www.valleycountyhealthsystem.org/news-publications/latest-news/new-facility-update-20
http://www.flickr.com/photos/ordsunshinepumpers/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ord-NE/ESCAPE-to-Loup-Valley/49744237285
http://twitter.com/OrdNE
http://reimaginerural.com/ord-ne-pumping-sunshine/
http://www.siliconprairienews.com/2010/02/marketplace-conference-celebrates-entrepreneurship-in-rural-nebraska
http://www.siliconprairienews.com/2010/02/marketplace-conference-celebrates-entrepreneurship-in-rural-nebraska
http://omaha.com/article/20100220/NEWS0802/702209963/-1/NEWS08
http://nebraskaentrepreneur.com/
http://www.nebraskaentrepreneur.com/news/valley-county-sets-new-paradigm-for-rural-economic-growth/
http://www.nebraskaentrepreneur.com/news/valley-county-sets-new-paradigm-for-rural-economic-growth/
http://madvilletimes.blogspot.com/2010/02/correlation-from-ord-nebraska-openness.html
http://madvilletimes.blogspot.com/2010/02/correlation-from-ord-nebraska-openness.html
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GPRE Year-End Financials Strong 
Green Plains Renewable Energy, the Omaha-based company that owns our local ethanol plant, posted strong   

quarter-end and year-end profits.  Marketwatch has the details: 

 For the twelve months ended December 31, 2009, revenues were $1.3 billion, with net income attributable 

 to Green Plains of $19.8 million, or $0.79 per diluted share.  

 During 2009 and more recently, we have continued to see demand for ethanol increase driven by             

 expanded mandates and positive blend margins. This combined with a record corn harvest resulted in an 

 improved margin environment in late 2009 and early 2010. 

 Our business model has been tested through one of the most challenging environments the ethanol       

 Industry has seen and continues to prove itself  As a result, we were able to reach profitability for the full 

 year.  We believe our industry, and more importantly, our company is on solid footing for the coming years,ó 

 said Becker. 

Job seekers and businesses can take advantage of a service provided by the Ord Area Chamber of Com-

merce.  Along with posting jobs on the Ord, Nebraska website, the Chamber keeps word-of-mouth oppor-

tunities on file for local businesses.  The Chamber also encourages job seekers to bring their resume to  

the Ord Area Chamber to keep on file for assistance in career placement. 

For more information, contact the Ord Area Chamber at (308) 728-7875. 

Resume service provided at the Ord Area Chamber 

NCIP Workshop Announced 

The Nebraska Community Improvement Program  is hosting a community   
development workshop in March in Ord.   The workshop will be held at the Ord 
Area Chamber office from 6-8p March 17th.  NCIP ñrecognizes the leadership, 
community and economic development efforts of Nebraskaôs communities and 
multi -communitiesò. 

One of the most important parts to NCIP is the project networking guide  that is released each 
year.  In it you will find successful community, economic and leadership development activities 
across the state and the contact for each effort.  If you have any questions about the workshop, please 
feel free to contact Christina Bartels at (402) 471-3172 and christina.bartels@nebraska.gov or       
contact Sara Watson at 402.471.4168 and ded.ncip2@nebraska.gov.  

The staff at NCIP have a registration form for the workshop in Ord here:  

http://www.neded.org/files/crd/ncip/2010/2010_NCIP_Workshop_Registration.pdf  

The Ord Area Chamber and Valley County Economic 

5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ .ŀƴǉǳŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ aŀȅ мǎǘΣ нлмлΦ 

http://www.marketwatch.com/story/green-plains-renewable-energy-inc-reports-fourth-quarter-and-year-end-2009-results-2010-02-22?reflink=MW_news_stmp
http://www.neded.org/content/view/33/160/
http://www.neded.org/content/view/39/160/
http://ordsunshinepumpers.wordpress.com/2010/02/17/ncip-workshop-coming-to-ord/+1402.471.3172
mailto:christina.bartels@nebraska.gov
http://ordsunshinepumpers.wordpress.com/2010/02/17/ncip-workshop-coming-to-ord/+1402.471.4168
mailto:ded.ncip2@nebraska.gov
http://www.neded.org/files/crd/ncip/2010/2010_NCIP_Workshop_Registration.pdf


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 
Loup Valley 
Jaycees  
7 pm 
Calamity Janeõs 

 

5 6 

7 8 Ord City 

Council 7:30 p m 

 

Elyria Village 
Board 7:30 pm  

 

North Loup 
Village Board 
8 pm 

9 Sales and  

Customer Ser-
vice Workshop  
Learning Center  
8:30-4:30 
 

County            
Supervisors - 9 am  

 

Chamber Board  

Noon  

10 

 
11 12 13  Pheasants 

Forever-Vetõs 

Club  

Social Hour -

5:30              

Meal & Auction 

Following  

14 

 Daylight 

Savings 

Time Begins  

15  

òThe Plattersó 

OHS-7:30 pm 

 

Arcadia Village 

Board - 8 pm 

16  
 
Sales and  
Customer   
Service    
Workshop  
Learning Center  
8:30-4:30 
 
GLVA Board  
Noon 
Conference rm  

17 18 19 20 Kids 

Fair - OHS 

10 - noon 

21 22 23 24 

Economic 
Development 
Board  
Noon  
ED Office  

 

25 26 Celebrating 
Diversity     
Workshop  
Learning Center  
8:30-4:30 
 

Erin Philbrick 
Agency ð
Business After 
Hours 4 -7pm  

27 

28 29 30 
Valley County 

Supervisors  

9 am 

31    

March 2010  

Chamber Coffee  
Brownõs   
7:30 am  

McMeen Open 
House 3 -5 pm  
312 South 15th  



Sack Lumber Company 

Source Gas 

TierOne Bank 

Dale & Janie Zadina 

Good Life Health Services 

Ord Memorial Chapel 

Anderson Pharmacy 

BankFirst 

Dale & Janet Melia 

Severson, 
 Lammers & Abel CPA  PC 

$20,000  

Platinum Sponsors ñ$1,000  

$10,000  

Loup Valleys Rural Public Power District  

Valley Title  & Abstract   

   

Stowell, Kruml, Geweke  

& Cullers, PC, LLO  

Gold Sponsorsñ$500  

Silver Sponsorsñ$250  

Bronze Sponsorsñ$100  

2010 Economic Development Partners  

Titanium ñ$2,500  

Dana F Cole &  

Company, LLP 
Trotter, Inc.  

Agland Realty 

Chuck Fuhrer 

Culligan of Broken Bow 

Gobbler Hills Rentals  

JEO 

Petska Backhoe & Plumbing 

Ricks Electric 

Seed Solutions  

Sport Shed, Etc 

The Second Hand Rose 

Wadas, Inc. 

 

Ulrich Gravel 



 Anderson  

 Pharmacy                                         

& Hallmark Gold Crown 

Platinum Sponsors  

Ord Area Chamber of Commerce Sponsors  

 Ulrich 

Gravel, Inc 

Silver Partners  

Bronze Partners  

Jeffres  
Sand & Gravel  

Stowell, 

Kruml,       

Geweke & 

Cullers,      

PC, LLO  

Ord  
Grocery Kart  



Thank you to the following businesses and individuals who have determined it is    

important to invest in the future of the Valley County area!  

Ag Pro Insurance 

Agland Electric 

Alan Dale Insurance 

Alco 

Anderson Pharmacy 

Arbor Education & Training 

BankFirst 

Bernard & Barbara Petska 

Bethel Baptist Church 

Blanquitas 

By-Way Guest House 

Calamity Jane s Steakhouse 

Cargill, Inc 

Carol Leggett 

Casey s General Store 

Cedars Youth Services 

Central Community College 

Central Computer Services 

Chem Dry of the Sandhills 

Cheveux Salon 

City of Ord 

Complete Family Dentistry 

Country Neighbor 

Country Partners Co-op 

Creative Designs 

Culligan of Broken Bow 

Curtis A. Sikyta, Attorney at Law 

Dale & Janet Melia 

Dale & Janie Zadina 

Don & Marcia Reznicek 

Dorsey Eyecare 

Eakes Office Supply 

Elyria Store-All 

Erin Philbrick American Family Agency 

Farm Bureau Financial Services 

Farm Credit Services 

Ferences Valley County Express 

Financial Solutions 

First National Bank 

First United Methodist Church 

Fischer Auto 

French Insurance Agency 

Frontier Communications 

GC Construction 

Gene McCoy Advisory Services 

Gene s Electric 

Get Tanked 

Gobbler Hill Rentals 

Good Life Health Mart Pharmacy 

Goodwill Behavioral Health Emp. 

Grandview Assisted & Ind Living 

Green Plains - Ord 

GreenIron Implement 

Greenland Construction 

Gregory Jensen, PC, LLO 

Grocery Kart 

Gumb Auction & Real Estate 

H&H Distributing 

H&R Block 

Hackel Construction, Inc 

Husker Sales & Services  

J & S Diesel Service 

Jeffres Sand & Gravel 

Jennifer Bengston 

JimSaNik Pointing Dogs 

KC Pest Control 

Keith & Ellen Novak 

Ken & Barb Collins 

Ken s Taxidermy 

Knights of Columbus 

KNLV Radio 

Kokes Repair, Inc 

Loup Valley Ag Society 

Loup Valley K-Lawn 

Loup Valley RPPD 

Marshall Photography 

Maschka s Building Center 

McDonalds 

McMeen Physical Therapy 

Merrill & Marie Mason 

Mid NE Individual Services 

Miska Drywall & Custom Texturing 

Misko Sports 

Modern Methods 

NISH Car Wash 

Ord Equipment 

Ord Family Furniture 

Ord Housing Authority 

Ord Medical Spa 

Ord Memorial Chapel 

Ord Public Schools 

Ord Rotary Club 

Ord Township Library 

Ord True Value 

Ord Veterinary Clinic 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church 

Pat Marsh 

Pathway Bank 

Petska Backhoe & Plumbing 

Petska Fur & Gloves 

Pizza Hut 

Pizza Palace 

Professional Eyecare 

Pump & Pantry - Ord 

Quiz Graphic Arts 

Randall Jensen Principal Financial Group 

Rick s Electric 

Riverview Cabin Retreat 

Sack Lumber /LV Ready Mix 

Saint Johns Lutheran Church 

Sandstone Grill 

Second Hand Rose Thrift Shop 

Securities America 

Seed Solutions 

Sevenker, Inc. 

Severson, Lammers & Abel 

Sevy s Drive In 

Source Gas 

Sport Shed 

Springdale Title & Realty 

Stitches 

Stowell, Kruml, Geweke & Cullers PC, LLO 

Subway 

The Florette 

TierOne Bank 

Top Notch Salon 

Trotter Fertilizer & Propane 

Trotter Tire & Truck Repair 

Trotter Whoa & Go Plaza 

Turf Pro Sprinkler Company 

Ulrich Gravel 

Valley Cinema 

Valley County 

Valley County Health System 

VCHS Foundation 

Valley County Historical Society 

Valley Gutters 

Valley Title & Abstract 

Valley Transportation 

Veterans Club 

Virginia Knapp MSE LMHP 

Wadas, Inc  

Walt Smith - Shelter Insurance 

Wolf, Inc 

Zangger  Hybrids 

Honorary Lifetime Members 

 

Frank & Dorothy Andreesen 

Dean & Heloise Bresley 

Allen & Gerry Bundy 

Duane & Laurie Carson 

Phyllis Clement 

Misko Family 

Bob Moyer 



Business Referrals  

In January the following members were  

referred by office staff upon inquiries from the general 

public. 

 

Wolf, Inc  

 

Green Plains Renewable Energy  

 

Ord Township Library  

 

Central Computer Services  

 

Gumb Auction & Real Estate  

 

Hackel Construction  

Give Ord Area Chamber Bucksé 

    The Gift That Guarantees Hometown 

Loyalty 

 

Purchase Ord Chamber Bucks in place of cash 

gifts or bonuses.  There is no service fee, they can 

be used in any Chamber member business and 

our office staff will personalize them for you.  Re-

member, Ord Chamber Bucks can be purchased 

in $5, $10, $20 and $50 denominations.  They 

are encoded by the bank and can be used just 

like a personal check. 

   

This money stays in the community and 

helps to support our local businesses.  
 

Our Mission: 

Chamber: Sustain our Quality, Retain our Youth, Grow our Community 

Economic Development: To promote a spirit of unity, and cooperation in order to plan, organize, and  

affect the future development of Valley County by helping businesses grow and expand, retaining        

existing businesses, recruiting new businesses, and improving residentsõ quality of life. 

Valley County Economic Development 

Ord Area Chamber of Commerce 

1514 K Street 

Ord, NE 68862 

www.ordnebraska.com 

 


