
 

 

Rural Learning Center’s Expansion Discussed 

 

Construction to expand the Rural Learning Center on Howard’s Main Street is expected 

to begin late this summer, with completion scheduled for mid-2010. 

 

At a Miner County Leadership Council meeting May 12, with 50 people attending, RLC 

president Randy Parry discussed the new construction and targeted LEED certification.  

At that meeting, and in an interview later, he addressed these questions: 

  

The Rural Learning Center’s first phase of construc tion was completed in 2006.  

Why is further development necessary just three yea rs later?  

There has been wide regional interest in the RLC’s community revitalization work, and 

the existing building is full.  But the development that makes expansion an immediate 

need is the RLC’s five-year agreement with Airstreams Renewables to host wind energy 

workforce training.  “The trainees—as many as 48 passing through per month—will 

need classroom space and the lodging and food services that are part of the new 

construction,” said Parry. 

 

Under present plans, will Farmer Street be closed?   Only a small portion, less than a 

block extending west from Main Street, will be closed to car and truck traffic.  There will 

still be pedestrian passage through that section. 

 

 

 

 



Will Main Street businesses and homes still have al ley access?   Yes.  Businesses 

and residences will not lose the alley.  The only difference will be that the alleys won’t 

open onto Farmer anymore.  “All the businesses from Maroney’s Bar south will have 

alley access from the south,” Parry said.  “And all businesses and residences from 

Mumford, Protsch and Pardy law office north will have alley access from the north.” 

 

How will the expansion impact downtown parking?   This development phase will 

include parking lots, including a large one approximately where the old Legion Hall 

stands today.  So downtown will have more parking than ever before. “The wind energy 

trainees will park in our lots,” said Parry, “and our recent history tells us that when large 

groups come to the Rural Learning Center from other towns, they often arrive by bus, 

not individual cars.  Still, there’s no question that all the activity will put more cars on 

Main Street, and if that’s a problem now and then, it’s a good problem.  Most small 

towns would love to have more cars on their Main Streets.  Lots of our older residents 

remember when Howard saw Main Street lined with parked cars on certain occasions, 

and ten years ago most of us thought we’d never see those days again.” 

 

How will local people use the Rural Learning Center ?  It will be available for family 

reunions, wedding receptions, graduation parties and more—all in air-conditioned 

comfort, with a capacity for several hundred people.  With drive-up, drop-off features, 

the Center will make it possible for all visitors to continue attending community events.  

Lodging and food amenities, all at one site, will mean service and convenience are 

unmatched in any other small South Dakota community.  There will certainly be 

entrepreneurial opportunities for Miner County people in support of Rural Learning 

Center events (gift shops, commercial kitchen, as examples).  Established businesses, 

too, will see increased traffic.  “And when it comes to the Airstreams Renewables 

training, yes there will be students coming from all over the country,” said Parry.  “But 

that opportunity is available for our local people, too, including recent high school 

graduates and people currently unemployed or underemployed.  This will be part of how 

the Rural Learning Center continues to create opportunities for local residents, which is 

why we got started in the first place.” 



 

Will increased visits and work at the Rural Learnin g Center mean improvements 

at Howard’s airport will begin sooner than planned?   No.  For now, Madison’s 

airport can handle the traffic. 

 

Who is paying for this construction, and what is th e cost?   As has been the case 

over the past ten years, the Rural Learning Center’s emphasis has been on attracting 

outside resources to build programs and industry locally.  That’s largely the case here, 

with building partners ranging from federal programs and philanthropic foundations, to 

utility corporations interested in renewable energy.  However, local people who believe 

in the Rural Learning Center have invested very significantly, too, led by the Maroney 

family.  The cost of this new construction phase is about $6.5 million which, when added 

to the phase completed in 2006, represents an $8 million investment on Main Street—in 

just four years.  It should be noted that the cost of re-routing municipal utilities will be 

covered by the Rural Learning Center and not the city of Howard. 

 

What will the economic impact be, and how many jobs  will be created?   It is 

projected that the Center will annually put $6.3 million into the local economy.  The 

Rural Learning Center property will be on the tax rolls.  Full and part time employment 

at the Center will be 13-15 people.  “In addition to that, we anticipate indirect 

employment created by entrepreneurship connected to the Rural Learning Center’s 

work,” said Parry. 

 

What is LEED?   It is Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certification, 

granted by the U.S. Green Building Council.  The Rural Learning Center will be 

constructed to hopefully reach the highest level of certification, because sustainable 

living has always been central to program philosophy, and because Miner County has 

become a leader in South Dakota’s renewable energy industry. 

  

 



 


